
Crested Iris 
Iris cristata

6-8” x 6-12” low-growing, rapidly spreading wild-
flower.
In optimal growing conditions, can form dense 
colonies with unique textural qualities.  

Native PA south.  Grows on rocky rich  wooded 
slopes, on bluffs, and along sandy streams banks. 

 
Sweetly fragrant pale lavender-blue flowers, 
short-stemmed and quite  large relative to plant 
size, with three upright standards  and three falls 
each containing a center gold raised crest  that is 
bordered by white.  Blooms April or May, floating  
just above the tips of leaves.  A well-developed bed 
creates  a beautiful drift of blue. 

4-6” narrow sword-shaped leaves that bend over 
at the tips. Grow to 12” after flowering, hiding seed 
pods.  Leaves arise from shallow (often visible) 
network of slender branching rhizomes. Can form 
a attractive cool-green ground cover.

Light shade or light without sun are optimal.  Tol-
erates  close to full shade.  If grown in full sun, soil 
must be  consistently moist. 
Moist to dryish soil.  Best in loamy or humusy soil. 
Moderately rich, acidic, well-drained soils.  
Grows well on well-drained slopes and at wood-
land edges. A tough little plant.  Tolerates drought 
once established.    
Do not fertilize when planting or during the first 
growing  season.  Then fertilize lightly just once a 
year in early spring. Do not over-fertilize.  Likes 
sand or leaf mold as soil  amendments. 
Divide and replant rhizomes in fresh soil after 2 to 
5 years,  in the fall. Re-plant 6” apart.   

Excellent for spring bloom.  Use in shaded areas 
of rock  gardens, perennial borders, woodland 
gardens, as ground  cover on slopes, under small 
shrubs, and under perennials, for edging a shady 
garden paths, and for naturalizing.   Good cut 
flowers. 

Erosion control for slopes and banks.

Flowers attract hummingbirds and native bees. 

Deer tolerant. 
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