
Golden Groundsel
Packera aurea

12-24” robust semi-evergreen groundcover, tolerant of 
shade.  Self-seeds and naturalizes by rhizomes, form-
ing a dense layer that suppresses weeds.  May form 
large bushy colonies.

CT native, found in moist areas like low woods, damp 
woodland openings/borders, ravines, along streams 
and springs, in swamps, moist meadows, old fields.  
Sometimes found in dryish areas.

Profuse and showy large clusters of 3/4” brilliant 
golden-yellow daisy-like flowers with yellow center 
disks, atop 1-3” stems.  A long flowering season in 
May.  Blooms well in shady locations.  Large drifts in 
woodland gardens can be spectacular, bringing a 
golden glow to the spring landscape.

Clumps of basal leaves, shiny dark green and  pur-
plish  beneath, are long-stemmed, heart-shaped, and 
toothed.  Though starting small, basal leaves can 
increase in size to 4” long and wide. (Photo 11)
Though fewer, the distinctive leaves of flower stems 
are lobed, clasping, angled up or parallel to ground.  
They narrow and are smaller up the stem. (Photo 12)

The fruit a fuzzy white plume of hairs with black seeds.

Sun to shade, part shade preferred.  With more sun, 
the plants need more moisture.
Average to wet soils, prefers consistently moist rich 
acidic well-drained soil.  Avoid soils that dry out.  
Tolerates seasonal flooding.
Easily grown.  Don’t plant by delicate perennials.
Most likely to spread if garden soil is moist to wet.

An excellent groundcover for native and woodland 
gardens, brightening shady areas in spring 
gardens.  Good for shade borders among White Wood 
Aster, Blue Star, ferns.  Weed-suppresssing.  Use in 
moist meadows, bog gardens. Good cut flowers.
Stream buffers.  Erosion control
 

Attracts early season butterflies.   
Attract early season bees, including little carpenter 
bees, cuckoo bees, Halictid bees.
Foliage is shunned by deer because of its toxicity.
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