
American Hazelnut
(Corylus americana)

5-10’ x 3-7’ multi-stemmed shrub, (up to 15-18’).  Rounded top, 
open base, abundant wide-spreading near-horizontal stems, 
branching towards the tips. Shallow root system readily forms 
offsets, resulting dium to fast growth, long-lived.

CT native, found in thickets, moist or dry woods and clearings, 
uplands or ravines, margins of woods, fields, rocky hillsides, 
along streams, hedgerows, roadsides, disturbed areas.   Associated 
with Maple, Basswood, Pine, Birch, Aspen, Pin Oak.  Once very 
common, but modern farming practices limit suitable growing sites.

Each shrub has both male and female flowers, and is amongst the 
earliest to bloom of all woody shrubs, a March harbinger of spring.  
Showy 1.5-4” long drooping yellow-green male catkin-flowers, near 
branch tips of second-year wood.  Tiny ruby-red female flowers 
extending from swollen knobby buds.  Cross-pollinated by wind.

Clusters of ½” 2-5 brown nuts, each encased by two hairy tough 
leaf-like stiffly ruffled bracts.  Bracts begin light green, turn 
brown as the nuts mature, August-September.

3-5” ovate double-toothed hairy dark green leaves.  Fall color 
variable, but at times good oranges, roses, purples, yellows.

Young zigzag twigs are brown with reddish brown hairs.  
Gray-brown smooth branches.  Rough older branches/trunks.

Part sun to shade, though fewer nuts in more shade.  Moist to 
dry, can take dryness in summer, but not wet feet.  Grows best 
in rich moist soils; tolerates clay.  If thickets not wanted, 
remove root suckers.  Can thin out anytime for appearance.

Use in naturalized and informal areas, woodland gardens, 
shrub borders, screening or hedges.  Edible nuts, though 
smaller than European hazelnuts, are just as sweet and tasty, 
and high in protein and nutrition.  Eat raw, roasted, ground 
into flour for a cake-like bread.  Harvest nuts by hand, with 
a gentle tug, and check the ground.

Larval host to Juvenal’s Duskywing Skipper, to the uncommon 
Turquoise Hairstreak Butterfly, and to a number of moths, 
including the Luna Moth.
Attracts Woodpeckers, Bobwhite, and large birds like turkey, 
pheasant, quail, grouse.  Fine cover/nesting sites for songbirds.

Squirrels/chipmunks and other mammals also interested in 
harvesting hazelnuts, so choices need to be made:  1. plant many 
shrubs, offering up sacrifices to wildlife, but leaving enough for 
humans.  2. Place blueberry-type netting around shrubs.  
3. Just plant as wildlife food.

Photos 1, 4, 5, 7,8,9,10, 11, 12, 13:  North Central Conservation District
Photo 2:  Steve C. Garske, Robert J. Freckmann Herbarium
    wisplants.uwsp.edu/scripts/detail.asp?SpCode=CORAME       
Photo 3:  Will Cook, Carolina Nature; 
    carolinanature.com/trees/coam3.html
Photos 6:  Pat Breen, Oregon State University; 
oregonstate.edu/dept/ldplants/coamer7.htm


