
     Smooth Hydrangea ‘Invincibelle Spirit 2’’
    Hydrangea arborescens  

3.5-4’ mounded/rounded shrub.  Fills out completely 
in 2-3 years.

Developed by Dale Deppe, award-winning professor 
from North Carolina State University.  This cultivar is 
recognized for deep color, richer foliage, stiffer stems.

Species is native New York south, found on moist or 
rocky hillsides, by streamsides, in rich woods, damp 
thickets.

Abundant flowers in 5.5” showy richly colored domes.  
Ruby buds open to shimmering pink florets with ruby 
red undersides, giving a vivid two-tone look.  Domes 
contain both fertile and infertile flowers. As some 
flowers fade to an attractive green, other flowers open. 
Rich pink colors from June into September, up until 
frost.  Deadheading not necessary.  Flower color is 
unaffected by soil pH. A reliable bloomer every year.

Handsome dark 3-8” ovate foliage, with pale green 
undersides.  Gold/yellow in fall.  Sturdy strong gray-
brown stems prevent flowers from flopping down.

The most sturdy, vigorous, and floriferous in full sun, 
but will grow in part sun (minimum of 4 hours), with 
dappled shade in afternoon.  
Well-drained average acidic to neutral soil, medium 
moisture. Overwatering should be avoided to prevent 
root rot, but the plant is intolerant of dry conditions 
and drought.  Provide a 2-3” layer of mulch to keep 
roots cool and moist.
In spring, cut the plant back to about 1/3rd of its total 
height.  At that time, scratch some granular plant food 
(perhaps that formulated for roses), into soil.  No 
additional feeding necessary.
Easy to grow.  Extremely cold hardy, especially if 
moisture levels maintained during very high heat and 
drought.

Beautiful as a specimen, in groups or masses, in mixed 
borders, at the back of a perennial border, or as a low 
hedge/border, at foundations, or even in containers. 
Can also use in ran gardens, cottage gardens, in moist 
naturalized areas, along paths.  Goes well with purple, 
blue, yellow or white companions.
Consider siting it where it can be viewed from win-
dows or patios.
Excellent in a cutting garden, for its ample flowers, 
fresh or dried.

Attracts Bees.
Attracts Butterflies and Moths.  Host plant of the cat-
erpillars of the Hydrangea Sphinx Moth.  
Attracts Songbirds, which eat the seeds.   

$1 from each Invincibelle® Spirit II sold is donated to 
The Breast Cancer Research Foundation®. 
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