
Round-Lobed Hepatica 
(Hepatica americana)

6-10” x  8-12” elegant tidy dense clumps that in-
crease yearly.  If well-sited and grown, each clump 
will in time have dozens of leaves and flowers.

CT native, found typically on damp ledges or steep 
hillsides, and in moist to dry upland forests.

In very early spring, a cluster of furry folded leaves 
emerge.  Furry reddish green stems grow up, as well 
as furry flower buds.  The fur helps trap the heat of 
the spring sun, warming the plant 10 degrees above 
the air temperature.

Soon, charming 3/4” cup-shaped vivid dark blue-
violet flowers bloom, March to April.  Occasionally 
blue, pink, or white flowers appear as well.  Flowers 
have 6 oval rounded petals, surrounding a yellow-
green center filled with sparkly-white stamens. 

One of the first wildflowers to bloom in spring.

The 3” leathery leaves on 6” slender stems have three 
oval-rounded lobes.  Gray-green leaves often have 
burgundy mottling with silver patches.  Burgun-
dy-purplish fall color, and  red-brown throughout 
winter, until new spring leaves emerge.  Don’t dis-
turb winter leaves until new leaves emerge in spring. 

Part sun to shade, prefers dappled sun in spring, 
light shade in summer.   
Moist well-drained,hummus-rich, acid to neutral 
soils.  Tolerates somewhat dry soil.
Likes good air movement.
Responds well to being in gardens.  Provide 
light fertilization in spring, and  leaf mold or com-
post mulch in fall. 
Once planted, do not move.
Long-lived and tough, once settled in. 

A harbinger of spring.  Use in woodland/wildflower 
gardens.  Place some where you can view then close 
up.  The best effects are in drifts, and among rocks.  

Provides pollen for bees, including Honeybees, 
Small Carpenter bees, Andrenid bees, Halictid bees. 
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