
Partridgeberry
Mitchella repens

1-3” x 12-16” creeping evergreen groundcover.  Trailing slender 
stems don’t climb, but lay prostrate on the forest floor, rooting at 
leaf nodes, spreading a foot, or, in optimum conditions, forming 
a carpet several yards across.  All parts of the plant are dainty.
CT native, found in deciduous and evergreen woodlands, high 
quality natural areas, moist shady spots,  rocky streambanks, 
edges of swamps/bogs, on boulders, rotten logs, sandstone 
ledges along ravines.  Looks fullest on banks or sandy slopes 
where competition is low and few leaves accumulate.

Opposite pairs of ¾-1” oval-rounded glossy waxy-smooth dark 
evergreen leaves, chartreuse along central vein, with short wiry 
stems, light green to light brown, sometimes hairy.  Lower leaf 
surface more pale.  Evergreen leaves stay attractive year-round.
Pairs of tiny (⅓-½”) but exquisite very fragrant brilliant pink-
ish-white flowers, with four fuzzy flaring pointed lobes atop two 
slender tubes fused at the base of the flowers.  This fusion results 
in just one fruit developing from two flowers.  May to July, at 
ends of trailing or slightly ascending stems.  Each flower of a pair 
has a different form, one with long pistil/ short stamens, and the 
other the opposite:  this prevents self-fertilization.  Both flowers 
must be separately pollinated to create a fruit.
Showy 8-seeded ¼-½” round-oval bright scarlet red berries with 
two bright red dimple spots where the two flowers were fused.  
Ripens late summer.  Berries persist through the winter and well 
into the next spring, if not eaten by ground-foraging birds.  
Berries conspicuous unless they are hidden beneath leaves.

Part sun to shade (morning sun preferable). Takes heavy shade.
The siting should be shady enough to retain adequate moisture.  
If starts wilting from drought stress, water within a couple days.
Moist to dry, well-drained soil. Mildly acidic. 
Prefers rich loamy hummusy soil, high in organic matter.
Doesn’t disturb or tranplant after it’s established.  But you can 
tuck a few of the trailing stems under the soil, then dig and 
replant the rooted layers the following year.
A little slow to get established; otherwise trouble free.  Can form 
a thick substantial cover in undisturbed areas. Try to keep 
garden leaves/debris from covering the mats.  Perhaps easier 
under evergreen trees, as needle mulch doesn’t smother.

Excellent evergreen groundcover for woodland gardens, highly 
ornamental for all seasons.  Seeing deep green and bright red is 
delightful in winter.  Use in shade gardens, under trees/shrubs, 
shady border fronts, rock gardens, around ponds.

Flowers attract Bumblebees, which cross-polllinate the plant.
Upland gamebirds, like Grouse and Bobwhite Quail, feed on the 
fruits, as do smaller mammals like Red Fox.
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