
Jostaberry
Ribes x spp.

Thornless shrub, to 6’.

A cross between three Ribes species, Black Currant (R. nigrum), 
American Coastal Black Gooseberry (R. divaricatum), and Eu-
ropean Gooseberry (R. uva-crispa).   The resulting plant has a 
hybrid vigor, growing and fruiting well, and resistant to many of 
the common diseases of Ribes, including white pine blister rust.  
Very cold hardy.

Shrubbier than either Black Currant or Gooseberry.  Habit more 
like Black Currant, but fruit size is large, like Gooseberry.

Showy reddish flowers early to mid-spring, protect from late 
frost.

Glossy leaves.

Clusters of 3-5 delicious tart-tangy-sweet berries.  Gooseber-
ry-green to start, then ripening to translucent deep purple-black 
July-August, when each fruit has a slight “give” to it.
Tastes in between gooseberry and a blackcurrant, with goose-
berry flavor more dominant in unripe fruit, blackcurrant flavor 
developing as fruit ripens. Ripe fruits hang on plant through late 
summer in good condition. 

Full to part sun, likes some afternoon shade in hot areas.  
Likes moist fertile loamy well-drained soil, pH around 6.5.  
Doesn’t like light sandy soil.
For a healthy start, incorporate compost before planting, and 
continue to top dress annually.  If plants are not vigorous, lightly 
broadcast about .25 to .5 pound of 10-10-10 per plant.
Mulching keeps roots cool and moist, and gives winter protec-
tion.  Likes good air circulation. Shelter from cold winds and late 
spring frosts.

Bears fruit on spurs of 2-3 year old wood, increases production 
year to year.  
A four or five year plant may produce 12 lbs. of fruit.
Pruning for best fruit production:
   In late winter, remove broken or drooping branches.
   Remove wood more than three years old to within an inch of 
the ground.
   Thin out younger wood, pruning back about half of young 
growth to 6”.
   A strong healthy mature plant should have about 8 bearing 
canes, distributed between 1, 2, and 3 year growth.
   Can shorten new growth in June to reduce size. 

Eat fresh, or in jams or pies, crumbles, liqueurs, ice creams.
Somewhat-unripe fruit can be used in recipes like a gooseberry. 
Fruit freezes well.  Rich in Vitamin C.  Can be grown as a hedge.

Attracts birds and bees.
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