
Fairy Wand
Chamaelirium luteum

1-3’ x 6” wildflower, from the Lily family, growing 
from a short rhizome.  Unusually, this perennial is 
dioecious, that is, males and females are on separate 
plants, and they have other different characteristics 
as well.  Male plants more abundant. 
  
CT native, with Southern New England its northern 
extreme.  Found in a variety of habitats, including rich 
woodlands, bogs, thickets, slopes, shaded moist areas 
of meadows.  Occurs most often in moist acidic soils in 
the shady parts of open hardwood forests.  

Lovely and quite showy flowers.  Numerous dense-
ly packed tiny white blooms are held on elongated 
“wands”, May-June.  Each wand has a central 2-3’ 
flowering stalk.  1-3 wands per plant.  
The larger male flowers are held on 4-8” feathery 
arching plume-like wands, reaching about 2.5’ together 
with its stem, and often curving downward from the 
tip.  Flower stamens give the wand a yellowish tint.
Female flowers are held in smaller, more slender and 
erect frilly spindle-shaped 8” wands, and have ten 
times fewer flowers. A wand may grow as long as 4’, 
together with its stalk.

Flowering stalks rise from a basal rosette of thick 
smooth dark 8” leaves, that persist into winter.  Stem 
leaves much shorter and narrower.  Leaves become 
purplish- green in autumn.

Female plants produce seed in 3-valved oval capsules.

Light or part shade.  Tolerates more sun in spring, and 
fuller shade after bloom.
Medium to sometimes wet (but not saturated, i.e., soil 
should have some drainage) soils, prefers damp open 
locations.  Not drought tolerant.
Prefers organically rich, hummusy, fertile, acidic soils.
Benefits from a winter cover of oak leaves.
Keep free from too much plant competition on ground 
level.
Flower stems may take a year or two to form.
Self seeds by forced ejection from capsule, and by 
wind, slowly naturalizing.  Rhizomes can be divided.  
Low maintenance.

Use in woodland and wildflower gardens, part shade 
borders, and naturalized areas.  Charming in groups or 
masses.  Delightful in flower, blooms after most spring 
wildflowers have faded.  Combines well with Christmas 
and Maidenhair Ferns, Green and Gold, Baneberry, 
Merrybells, Mayflowers, and more.

Attracts bees and butterflies, but may be pollinated by 
flies and beetles.

Fairy Wand is endangered in Connecticut.
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