
Bluebell Bellflower
Campanula rotundifolia

8-14” x 8” slender graceful clumps, from taproots.  Individual 
plants short-lived, but new plants slowly 1. via underground 
rhizomes, and 2. modestly self-seed into small patches, thus 
remaining in your garden.  Very hardy plant of the North.

CT native, found in moist and dry areas, in rocky places, 
mountains, crevices, thin soils, dry meadows, open woods, 
streambanks, on cliffs, sandy shores.

Bell-shaped ½-¾” papery blue-violet flowers with lighter 
interiors, nodding from tips of thread-like 4-15” stems.  Each 
flower has 5 fused flaring  pointed lobes, and a long violet 
style projecting beyond lobes, ending in a 3-part white stig-
ma.  Blooms in  June, rests, reblooms into September, with 
individual flowers lasting 2-3 months.  Given the likelihood 
of self-sown seedlings with their own timing, the plant seems 
to always be in bloom.  

2 different kinds of leaves:  A basal rosette of 1”-wide scal-
loped rounded long-stalked leaves,  that wither away by 
bloom time.  Then wiry fairly erect flower stems hold 1-3” 
stalkless grass-like dark green leaves, angling upward, then 
curving out.  Lower stems crowded with leaves.

Fruit are 1/3” hanging capsules, ripen from green to brown.  
Contain numerous tiny brown seeds, dispersed by wind.

Full to part sun; in warm climates or hot sites, dappled shade 
in afternoon is desirable.
Dry to moist well-drained soils.  Adaptable.  Sandy and thin 
soils tolerated, as are shallow rocky soils.  But ordinary gar-
den soils are excellent.  Tolerates alkaline soils.
Taller aggressive plants could ovewhelm Bellflowers, and 
should be kept at a distance.  
Deadheading spent flowers encourages more flowers.
Easy to grow.

A charming little plant.  Grows well in a variety of sites,  
including rock gardens, wildflower gardens, partly shady 
woodland edges, cooler locations, and shallow soils.  Good 
color in dark or stark habitats. Massing and large groups 
increase the impact of the rich colors.  
Was used in the manfacture of blue dye for tartans (the plant 
is called Bluebells of Scotland in the UK).

Attracts hummingbirds.
Bees usually pollinate the plant, though it can self-fertilize.
Fairly good deer resistance.
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