
	
Ninebark ‘Tiny Wine’
(Physocarpus opulifolius)

3-4’.   Compact smaller version of ‘Summer Wine’ 
Ninebark.  Habit is upright, mounded, dense with 
many slender side branches.  Stays neat and trim.

Native to New York south and Vermont north.  
Present, but not native or invasive in more coastal 
New England states.  Found in rocky soils, along 
sunny stream banks and lake shores.

An outstanding display of small refined serrated 
lobed leaves, colorful all season and deep into 
autumn.  They open bronze-green, then age to 
dark burgundy green, before becoming deep green 
with burgundy overlay in fall, when red blazes out 
from the center.  The leaves abundantly cover the 
coppery twigs.

Abundant tiny pink flower buds open to very 
showy 1-2” upright snowball-like clusters of soft 
white to light pink flowers, laden up and down the 
stems, in May to June.  The flower colors contrast 
beautifully with the dark foliage.  Blooms on old 
wood.

Attractive red fruit pods September to October.

In winter, the the pretty cinnamon twigs extend 
from tan-gray bark that peels in papery strips to 
red-brown inner bark.

Sun to part shade.  Dry to moist well-drained soil.
Very adaptable and tough, and easy to grow.
Tolerant of drought, shallow rocky soil, clay soil, 
compacted soil, and other harsh conditions.
You can prune up to a third of the branches to 
the ground in late winter if you desire, though the 
plant’s small size generally negates the need for 
pruning.

Use as a specimen or masses in shrub or mixed 
borders, for low hedges, and for foundations.  
Quite helpful where garden space is at a premium.  
Good for naturalizing.  Good cut flowers, and can 
be used in patio containers.

Good for erosion control, especially on rocky sites.

Nectar and pollen source for bees and butterflies, 
including Fritallaries. Supports 40 native butter-
fly/moth species.
Larval food source for Spring Azure Butterfly, and 
Dark-Spotted Palthis and Unicorn Caterpillar 
Moths.
Good shelter and nesting site for birds.
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