
2022 Perennial Plant of the Year (species and all 
cultivars)
Top Rating at Penn State University Trials

3-4’ x 12-24” clumping fine-textured long-lived up-
right columns of grass.  ‘Standing Ovation’, with sturdy 
thick stems, even more rigidly upright than the species.  
Doesn’t fall with high winds and pounding rain.  Thick 
leaf blades.  Fast-growing, clean formal appearance. 
CT native, found in fields, prairies, rocky ridges, sandy 
slopes, open woods, and roadsides.  ‘Standing Ovation’ 
a naturally occuring seedling (perhaps from ‘Prairie 
Blues’) at a superior nursery in Pennsylvania.

Slender, soft, flat blades, a superior metallic-blue-green 
with red tips, and blue-green stems.  Red tips transition 
to purple, plant base to purplish-blue
Flowering spikes with branched stems rise above foliage 
in summer.  Fluffy white seed heads into November.
Autumn leaves intensely colorful reds and maroons, as 
well as oranges and purples.  Colors retained late into 
season.
Reddish bronze winter foliage beautiful against fresh 
snow; remains columnar through wind, snow, and ice.

Sun; moist to seasonally dry, well-drained soil.  With
its deep root system, tolerates  a wide range of soil, 
except for poorly drained or extremely acidic.
Great drought tolerance once established.  Tolerates 
heat, humidity, shallow-rocky soils, salt, clay, black 
walnuts, air pollution, and low nutrient levels in soil.
Tolerates mowing until July 1st.
A warm season grass, it begins growth in late spring, 
so leave dried stems in place until April. 
It does not run or become weedy in the garden.
Low maintenance.

An excellent grass for late spring through winter.
A great vertical accent, even in more formal areas.
Exceptional in masses, loosely scattered clumps, 
screens, and in establishing garden lines.  
Use in borders, meadows, rain gardens.
Useful for curtailing the spread of invasive plants.  
Good choice for sun-baked areas.  
Excellent winter interest, texture, and form.
Deep root system provides stability for slopes, other 
erosion area problems.  

Attracts butterflies and skippers. Larval host for skippers. 
Field Sparrows, Tree Sparrows, Slate-Colored Juncos, 
other small songbirds eat the seeds, especially in winter.
Provides nesting materials/structure for Native Bees.
Deer resistant.

Photos 1, 5, 7:  North Creek Nurseries;  northcreeknurseries.
com/plantName/Schizachyrium-scoparium-
Photo 2: Zoe Roane-Hopkins;  https://www.flickr.com/pho-
tos/150923916@N03/28098784517/sizes/l/
Photo 3:  Mark Dwyer; https://rotarybotanicalgardens.org/
cool-productive/
Photos 4, 6: MS Botanical Garden; https://www.missouribotan-
icalgarden.org/plantfinder/plantfindersearch.aspx
Photo 8:  Longwood Gardens Plant Explorer
https://plantexplorer.longwoodgardens.org/weboi/oecgi2.exe/
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