
Large Yellow Lady’s Slipper
Cypripedium pubescens

12-18” x 12-16” unbranched upright orchid of elegance and 
grace.  Its fibrous roots can, with time, support large clumps 
of 20 or more flowering stems.  In the wild, large clumps can 
be from 20-100 years old.   “Pubescens” refers to the plant’s 
downy nature.
One of the easiest native orchids to grow in woodland gardens.

CT native, found in rich woodlands that are moist, damp, dry, 
or sandy, in thinly wooded bluffs along rivers, on wooded 
slopes, in forested bogs and swamps, and in open meadows.   

Entrancing 3 petaled/3 sepaled shiny yellow flowers, with 
complex structures:  a 1”-2” inflated pouch-like lower petal lip, 
with a v-shaped column (two fused sepals) above the pouch’s 
top “mouth” behind the ovary.  Open pouch-top and column 
covered in reddish spots.  Last sepal is behind the column.  2 
narrow lateral spiral-twisted 2-3.5” yellow to brown-purple 
petals speckled with purple.  One stem carries 1-2 flowers.  
Blooms 3 weeks, April-June.  

Long round stout downy flowering stems.  3-6 hairy 6” x 4” 
oval leaves with parallel veins alternate, clasping the stem.  

Fruit is an oblong capsule containing numerous tiny seeds. 

Part sun to light shade, takes up to 3 hours of direct sun.
Moist to slightly dry soils, with neutral pH.
Prefers loam or sandy loam, and deep organic soil.  A mix of 
humus, loam and sand provides a good environment.
Give yearly top dressing of lime if leaves start looking pale.  A
sprinkle of granular organic fertilizer in spring is also helpful.

A very beautiful plant.  Use in flower garden, moist woodlands, 
slopes and banks.

Attracts mostly small/medium sized bees, including Halictid 
and Andrenid bees, and also various flies, in the spring.  The 
plant must be cross-pollinated to produce seed.   No nectar is 
produced, and pollen ends up glued to the backsides of bees 
while they try to navigate through the complex flower parts.  , 
Pollinators are not rewarded, and successful pollination is not 
high.  One study suggests that bees at least can take shelter in 
the pouches on cold, rainy, or windy days.

Deer consume the foliage, and plantings (and clumps in wild)
may require deer-resistant fences for protection.
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