
Goldie’s Wood Fern
(Dryopteris goldiana)

3-4’ x 2-3’ asymmetric clumps.  A large 
statuesque specimen, the largest of the 
Wood Ferns, with fronds spreading in all 
directions, from almost prostrate to 
gracefully arching to vertical.  Moderately 
slow growing.
Named for Scottish botanist John Goldie.

CT native, found in moist woods and 
seepage slopes, in both non-wetlands 
and wetlands.

Large bold sturdy bright-green oblong 
fronds.  1-1.5’ wide, then abruptly tapering 
at the tips.  The fronds are compound, with 
12-18 pair of leaflets.  Each leaflet has 14-24 
pairs of well-defined rounded oblong lobes, 
and has a tapering tip.  
6-8 pairs of sori (containing the fern’s spores) 
are on each lobe of fertile leaflets, on the 
underside, along its midvein.  The sori are 
circular, begining as light green, then 
maturing to brown in mid-summer, when 
spores are released.  

The stout supporting light green stems are 
covered with rusty brown scales, more so at 
the bottom of the fern.   

The fronds hold up well through summer, 
and then into the fall.  

Part to full shade.  Easily grown in average 
and well-drained soils with medium moisture.  
Prefers moist, rich, humusy, loamy or 
loamy clay soils, bright shade, and protection 
from wind.  Tolerates heavy shade.
Spreads slowly by short underground stems.
Takes 1-3 years to reach full height.
Strong and dependable at maturity.   

Large magnificent fern.  Use as a specimen or 
in groups, in woodlands or shade gardens/  
borders.  
Provide a canopy over lower shade plants.

Streamside buffers.

Larval host for a number of moths, including 
Iridescent Gold and Translucent Cat, which 
feed on the spores.
Wildlife cover.

Deer resistant.
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