
Dwarf Larkspur
Delphinium tricorne

1-2’ x .75-2’nwildflower, growing quickly in the spring.  
Patches can form via thetubrous root system.  A spring 
ephemeral.  

Native PA South.  Found in moist and thinly wooded rocky 
slopes, cliffs, ravines, thickets, along river banks

12-18” stout hairy stalks hold stunning loose spikes 
of 6-14 1-2” flowers, iridescent purple, blue-purple, 
and white, lasting three weeks,  April-May.  Flowers 
are trumpet-shaped, with 4 small petals, 5 larger 
petal-like sepals, with the upper sepal extending back 
into an upright spur holding nectar.  2 petals extend
into the nectar spur, and the lower two are hairy, 
surrounding the whitish opening of the nectar spur.  
A spectacular display, especially in drifts.

Long-stemmed fine-textured gray-green to green 
3-6” leaves, with five deep lobes.  Each lobe divides 
into more lobes.  Leaves held mostly at base of plant, 
with few along lower flower stalk. 

Fruits are beaked seed capsules that split open along one 
side.  Each capsule contains several chunky seeds.   

Likes spring sun; part sun or sun-dappled shade in summer.
Moist to medium to slightly dry, well-drained soil. Prefers 
neutral or slightly alkaline soil, so spring liming is helpful.
Poorly drained soils or too deep planting causes crown rot.
Prefers fertile, hummusy, rich loam, clay-loam, or rocky 
material.  Likes having a layer of organic mulch.      
Avoid hot and humid areas.  Protect from strong winds.
Spreads by self-seeding.  

Use in garden borders, naturalized areas, meadows, cottage 
gardens.  Good accent plant.   Superb in groupings and 
masses. Excellent cut flower.  It naturalizes well with 
plants like Spring Beauty, Jacob’s Ladder, Wild Bleeding 
Heart, Christmas Fern, Solomon’s Seal.

Special value to early native bees.  
Flowers pollinated mainly by long-tongued bees, including  
Bumblebees, Anthophorid Bees, Miner bees, and more.
Attracts early butterflies, skippers, and Sphinx moths.
Attracts Ruby-Throated Hummingbirds.

Delphinium species are toxic to humans and animals.
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