Purple Coneflower
(Echincea purpurea)

2-3,5’ x 1.5-2’, robust upright clumps, with slowly
expanding crowns
The species is a Midwest U.S. native, found in moist
prairies,meadows, low woods, edges and clearings.
Dramatic 3-5” daisy-like flowers, each consisting of
10-20 rich rosy-pink rays, each 1.5-3” long, that surround
and curve down from a large robust mahogany-colored
cone, covered in tiny disk flowers and orange tipped
spines. July and August.
“Echinacea” is from the Greek word for hedgehog, in
reference to the spiky cones.
4-7” leathery toothed lance-shaped dark green leaves,
smaller as they ascend stems.
Dark stems are strong, stiff, rough, and have small hairs.
Stems with blackened (seed) cones remain standing well
into winter.
Sun to filtered shade, though shade reduces flowering.
Soil adapable, as long as it’s well-drained.
Prefers moist loams.
Divide for new plants when clumps become crowded
(about evey 4 years)
Low maintenance, easily grown.
Siting lower plants nearby can hide basal foliage that
tends to deteriorate in late summer.
An indispensable plant in the summer garden. Use
singly or in groups in borders, in groups or masses in
meadows and naturalized areas, and near the edges
of woodlands. Combines well with native grasses,
Rudbeckias, Coreopsis, and other meadow flowers.
Excellent for cut or dried flowers.
Echinacea herbal tea is said to boost the immune system
Special Value to Native Bees. Flowers are
cross-pollinated by long-tongued bees, including
bumblebees, honeybees, and digger bees.
Many types of mid-summer butterflies, skippers,
and moths frequently feed on the abundant nectar,
including Monarchs,
Fritillaries, Painted Ladies, Swallowtails, and Sulfurs.
Larval host to Silvery Checkerspot Butterfly, and to
moths including Common Eupithecia, Wavy-Lined
Emerald, and Sunflower Moth.
Attracts hummingbirds.
If seed heads are left on the plant, Eastern Goldfinches
may visit.
Plants are pest resistant and unpalatable to deer and other
herbivores.
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