Giant Solomon’s Seal

(Polygonatum biflorum var. commutatum)
3-6’ x 3-4’’ unique architectural upright arching clumps.
Creeps slowly to form scattered clumps or, over time,
large stands, depending on site conditions.
CT native, found in moist woods, along streambanks, in
thickets.
The tall unbranched arching stalks emerge mid-spring,
holding leaves in 2 ranks. The smooth bright green oval
leaves (glaucous gray underneath) , up to 7” long and 4”
wide, have prominent parallel veins and pointed tips,
and stay clean and refined through the growing season.
Nodding tubular bell-shaped 1” fragrant white flowers,
tipped in light green, with stamens and styles hidden
inside the tube. The flowers dangle, on 1” stems in
clusters of 2 to 10,from the base of each leaf, along and
underneath the stem, May-June.
Each flower is replaced by a showy pea-sized hanging
dark-blue berry, in late summer.
Fall color is an attractive golden yellow, contrasting
nicely with the blue berries.
Part to full shade. Easily grown in average to wet soil.
Prefers light shade in moist cool rich humusy acidic soil.
Fairly drought tolerant.
Undemanding. Plants are a little slow (2 to 4 years)
to establish, but then spread robustly.
Clumps are long-lived.
The plant grows from a long rhizome, which is good
to protect from squirrels when you plant, as
sometimes they dig them up when fresh planted.
Elegant in shade or woodland gardens.
A wonderful neighbor for spring ephemeral wildflowers.
Good for flower arrangements all growing season.
Provides erosion control, especially on steep slopes.
Stream buffers.
Starchy, edible young rhizomes were formerly used
by early Americans as a potato-like food.
(The berries and leaves are slightly toxic, though.)
Attracts bumblebees.
Attracts butterflies.
Attracts hummingbirds.
Fruit attracts birds.
Wildlife cover.
Deer and rabbit resistant
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