
Common Juniper ‘Nova Scotia Strain’
(Juniperus communis)

Less than 1’, slowly but continually spreading.  Very full throughout the 
center.  Extremely hardy.

CT native, although this plant cutting was found in Nova Scotia  
Common Juniper has the largest range of any woody plant in the world:  
North America,Europe, Asia.  It is found in areas with poor stony and 
often dry soils, where plant competition is limited, including old fields, 
rocky outcrops/slopes, mountain tops, coniferous forests.  A northern 
species that doesn’t thrive below Zone 6.

Dark green foliage with a silvery line on top, with light blue cast on 
new growth.  3/5” flattened awl-shaped needles taper to sharp points, 
whorled from stems at wide angles in sets of three. ‘Nova Scotia Strain’
has a light green pleasing effect all winter.

New twigs are yellowish, become reddish-brown.

1/8” yellow-green flowers with scaly oval buds.

A male strain, without cones.

Sun.
Soil adaptable, except it should should be well-drained.  
Medium to dry, prefers dry soils.
Not very tolerant of high heat and humidity.  
Prefers good air circulation.
Can grow on worst possible land. 
Tolerates drought, erosion, shallow-rocky soil, air pollution, wooded or 
exposed slopes, coastal banks and dunes, wind, and salt.
Root development can occur when branches make contact with the 
ground.
When pruning, don’t go past needle-covered stems.

Use as specimen, in foundations, rock gardens, formal settings, for 
winter interest.  Useful for sandy soil and waste places.
Can make a handsome groundcover, but because it spreads slowly, use 
starter plants set at about 3-5’ apart.

Larval host to Gray Cedar Hairstreak butterfly, and a number of moths.
Valuable for wildlife cover.

Deer resistant.
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