
Scarlet Oak
Quercus coccinea

50-70’ x 40-50’ single trunked tree with attractive 
form:  softly pyramidal in youth,  becoming upright, 
rounded, open, and with spreading branches in 
maturity.  Fast growing, at 1.5-2/year.  

CT native, found on well-drained slopes, uplands, 
and ridges, often in fairly poor soils.  

6” distinctive elliptical leaves with 7-9 sharply 
pointed bristle-tipped angular lobes, some cutting 
in almost to midrib.  Leaves emerge reddish, then 
turn glossy, very shiny -nearly reflective-  deep 
green, with pale green underside.

Fall color a rich, intense, outstanding scarlet red, 
the best of all the oaks.  One of the last to turn color 
in fall, color persisting 3-4 weeks.  

Leaves stay on the trees far longer than any of the 
other fall-color trees, and persist dry into winter.  
Abundant on shores of Massachusetts Bay, and 
greeted Pilgrims at landfall in November.

Drroping yellow catkin flowers in early spring.

A delicate branching pattern combined with nearly 
black bark and persistent leaves make this an 
exceptional tree even in winter. 

Reddish-brown 1” acorns, half enclosed in a deep 
shiny cup.

Slender twigs,red-brown to purplish.
Smooth bark is brown to slate gray, becoming 
slightly fissured in maturity, displaying stripes 
of reddish inner bark.

Sun.  Soil adaptable, but prefers average to moist 
well-drained acid soils. Tolerates poor sandy soil, 
seasonally dry soils, slopes.
Long-lived, durable, low-maintenance.
The tree is basically tap-rooted. Site with care; 
transplanting somewhat difficult.

Woody plant expert Michael Dirr says of Scarlet Oak, “If but one oak could 
grace my garden, this would be the choice.”
Excellent stately shade, lawn tree, park tree, street tree, or for natural areas.
A four season tree, with beautiful spring and summer foliage, providing good 
shade, spectacular fall foliage color, and majestic winter structure.

Oaks provide habitat to over 500 separate species of butterflies and moths, 
more than any other family of woody plants.
Host plant for a number of Hairstreak and Duskywing Butterflies.  
Acorns are eaten by woodpeckers, blue jays, and woodland mammals.
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