
NEXT TO STREAMS AND PONDS 

Regular inundation during storms, tolerant 
of exposure during dry periods.



Atlantic White Cedar
(Chamaecyparis thyroides)

20-50’ x 10-20’, slender columnar evergreen.

CT native, found in fresh water swamps and bogs, 
wet depressions, stream banks along coastal plains.  

Furrowed red-brown trunk, fine-textured spreading branches.

Blue-green pointed foliage.

Sun to part shade;
Moist to wet , sandy acid soil.

Use for screens, specimens, lowlands, 
boggy sites, performs well in gardens. 

Desirable light-weight wood, resistant 
to rot and insects.

Attracts songbirds, butterflies.

Streamside buffers.

Photos 1, 4
Rusty Russell @ USDA-NRCS 
PLANTS Database 

Photos 2, 3
Univ. of CT Plant Database
hort.uconn.edu/plants

Photo 5
Pat Breen
Oregon State University
www.oregonstate.edu/dept/ldplants

Photo 6
Will Cook
duke.edu/~cwcook/trees/ceca.html



Black Tupelo 
(Nyssa sylvatica)

30-60’ x 20-30’, pyramidal when young, 
densely branched and widening with age.
Interesting winter form.

CT native; found in low woods, swamps,
or where water table is close to the surface.

Glossy dark-green leaves.

Blue-black fruit.

Gray-black ridged alligator-hide bark.

One of the first and best trees for fall color.    
Spectacular scarlet, orange, apricot, maroon, 
and crimson attract birds to its fruits.

Sun to light shade.  Prefers moist to wet acid 
soil, but tolerates some dryness.
Has deep tap-root, so don’t transplant 
once established.
6-14” growth a year.  A little fertilizer and
room helps tree establish and put on growth.

One of the most beautiful native trees.
Excellent ornamental shade tree as specimen, 
street tree, on lawns.  Also grows well in moist 
woods, and low or boggy spots that flood.   

Streamside buffers.

Small white flowers relished by bees, for 
nectar to make sweet tupelo honey.  
Attracts birds.

Photo 1
Steven J. Baskauf, Vanderbilt University
www.cas.vanderbilt.edu/bioimages/species/nysy.htm

Photos 2, 4, 6, 7
University of Connecticut Plant Database
www.hort.uconn.edu/plants

Photo 3
Salisbury University
salisbury.edu/arboretum

Photo 5
Virginia Tech Dept. of Forest Resources & 
Environmental Conservation
cnre.vt.edu/DENDRO/

Photo 8
Missouri Botanical PlantFinder
www.mobot.org/gardeninghelp/plantfinder



Eastern Larch 
(Larix laricina)

40-80’ x 15-30’ deciduous conifer, 
delicate looking, open and picturesque.

Native to northern bogs, boreal forest,
moist upland mineral soils.

Straight slender tapering reddish-brown trunk,
horizontal branches, drooping branchlets.

1” needles on short spurs, soft lime-green in 
spring, light bluish-green in summer, 
lovely glowing golden in late fall.

Sun to part shade, 
moist acidic well-drained soils on cool sites,
tolerant of wet soils.

Use in moist or boggy soils, as specimen 
or in groves.  Shade cast is very light so 
can be underplanted with wildflowers and shrubs. 

Attracts songbirds and butterflies.

Streamside buffers

Photo 1
Muhlenberg College
Graver Arboretum, L. Rosenberg
muhlerberg.edu/…/FacultativeHM.htm

Photos 2, 6
David Hanson 
University of Minnesota
mntca.org

Photos 3, 4
Pat Breen
Oregon State University
oregonstate.edu/dept/ldplants

Photo 5
Laura Alexander, Virtual Herbarium
Colby-Sawyer College
colby-sawyer.edu/…/llaricina.html

Photo 7
USDA Forest Service –
North Central Research Station Archive, 
USDA Forest Service, Bugwood.org



Pin Oak 
(Quercus palustris)

50-80’ x 25-30’, with a symmetrical crown,
with lowest branches hanging down, middle branches 
pointing straight out, and highest branches 
pointing upward.

Native to CT, found in bottomlands and floodplains.

Leaves have deep c-shaped sinuses.

Fall color from red to burgundy.

Sun to part sun, moist to moderately dry.

Popular street and park tree.
Naturalize in moist and wet areas.

Oaks are extremely important 
species for wildlife, including 
song birds, game birds, 
and mammals. 
They are host to hundreds 
of butterfly species. 

Photo 2 
Missouri Botanic PlantFinder
mobot.org/gardeninghelp/plantfinder

All other Photos
North Central Conservation District 



River Birch  
(Betula nigra)

40-70’, multistemmed specimen,  
spreading crown of slightly weeping branches.

CT native, found at stream banks, swamp bottomland. 

Attractive peeling shining pinkish-cinnamon bark; 
older bark red-brown with deep furrows,
beautiful especially in winter

Glossy green triangular leaves; yellow in fall

Sun to part shade; average to wet acidic soils,
tolerates seasonal flooding; tolerates dry sites 
once its deep root system is established.
Most trouble free and durable birch.

Use in wet areas, for winter effects, in groupings.
Because the shade cast by the tree is light,
the area underneath the tree is easily underplanted.

Attracts songbirds, water fowl, butterflies.

Streamside buffers.  

Photo 1 and 3
University of Connecticut Plant Database  
hort.uconn.edu/plants

Photo 2  
North Central Conservation District

Photo 4 
Pat Breen, Oregon State University
oregonstate.edu/dept/ldplants



Sycamore
(Platanus occidentalis)

70-100’ x 40-60’, up to 160’ tall.  Dome-shaped canopy.
Can grow 6’ or more in a season.

CT native, found in floodplain forests, bottomlands,
occasionally in uplands.

Sycamores slough their bark off, revealing white or
light green or dark green underbark, in patches, like
camouflage.  Old trees have brown trunks, with white
to light green limbs.

Large maple-like leaves.

Hanging balled fruit.

Sun to part sun.  Moist soil,
prefers deep fertile sites,
though tolerates some
drought.

One of the best plants for 
bark interest.
Park or shade tree where
there is plenty of room.

Streamside buffers.

Several wild birds including 
purple finch, goldfinch, 
chickadees, and dark-eyed 
junco eat the seeds. 

Larger trees in forested 
Areas make excellent 
nesting habitat for birds 
including wood ducks.

Hosts 42 species of 
Butterflies.

Photos:
Missouri Botanic PlantFinder
mobot.org/gardeninghlep/plantfinder



Chokeberry, Red
(Aronia arbutifolia)

Black Chokeberry (Aronia melanocarpa) is another
good type.

6-8’ x 5-10’, narrow vase shape when young,
rounded arching clump in old age.

New England native.  Found in swamps and bogs, 
wet and dry thickets.

Clusters of showy fragrant white April flowers.

In late summer, abundant bright glossy red fruit clusters 
along branches, persist in fall and winter.

Fruits can be used to make tasty jams and jellies.

Glossy, dark green 2-3" leaves, gray-green beneath. 

Striking brilliant scarlet to pinkish-orange fall color -
compares favorably with burning bush.  

Downy twigs, smooth gray bark with hint of purple.

Sun to part shade.  With a few hours of sun,  blooms and fruits 
very well.  Best fruit in full sun. 
Wet to dry, clay or sand soil. 
Very adaptable. In wet areas, 
plant on hummocks or mounds, 
so roots have aerated zone.

Use in groups or masses in 
shrub borders, woodland 
areas, meadows.  
Can form colonies over time,
so effective in naturalized  areas 
where suckering   growth habit 
welcome.   If you wish to restrain 
colonizing, remove suckers.

Steamside Buffers.

Habitat for birds, butterflies. 

Photos 1, 2, 3, 4
Missouri Botanic PlantFinder
mobot.org/gardeninghelp/plantfinder

Photo 5 
North Central Conservation District



Gray Dogwood
(Cornus racemosa)

3-8’, wide clumps of stems.

CT native, found by stream banks,
in old fields and thickets. 

Creamy white flowers in spring.

Gray-green leaves.

White fruits on bright red pedicels stems.
The pedicils persist for several weeks.

Each stem has many branches, giving a 
fine texture.

Cool gray smooth bark.

Sun to light shade.  Wet to moderately dry.
Fairly drought tolerant.

Important wildlife plant.

Attracts over 100 species of native butterflies
and moths.

Attracts bumblebees, honeybees, and others.

Feeds many types of birds, 
including Wood Ducks,
Ruffled Grouse, Bobwhite, 
Woodpeckers,
Scarlet Tanagers, and
Pine Warblers.

Excellent nesting and 
cover provided to birds.

Photos:
Missouri Botanic PlantFinder
mobot.org/gardeninghelp/
plantfinder



Dogwood, Redosier
(Cornus sericea)

7-9’, spreading to 10+.
Loose, spreading, rounded, multistemmed.

New England native, found in swamps and by streams.  
Spreads by underground stems.

Slender upright bright-red stems, highly ornamental 
in winter, especially with snow.

Newest growth is brightest red. (Prune out older stems 
for best color.)

White flowers; showy fruit matures to white.
Good red-purple fall color

Sun to part sun, tolerant of wet areas.  Fast-growing, 
very adaptable.

Useful for massing, borders, bank- cover, wet areas,
winter interest.  

Streamside 
buffers.

Attracts 
butterflies, 
songbirds.

Photo 1
Landscape Plants of the Upper Midwest
William A. Hoch, U.Wisconsin, Madison,
Dept. of Horticulture
www.midwestlandscapeplants.org/
plantdetails.cfm?speciesid=527

Photos 2, 3
University of Connecticut Plant Database
hort.uconn.edu/plants

Photo 4
Montana State Univ. Woody Identification 
plantsciences.montana.edu/horticulture/ps231/
homepage.htm

Photos 5, 6
University of Wisconsin- Stevens Point

Photo 5   Merel R. Black
Photo 6   Kenneth J. Sytsma

wisplants.uswsp.edu/scripts/detail.asp?SpCode=CORSTO



Dogwood, Silky
(Cornus amomum)

3-10’ x 3-6’ twiggy shrub.

CT native, found in wet woods, thickets, 
streamsides.

Creamy white flowers in late spring.

3-4” oval leaves.

Attractive cobalt-blue fruit in late summer.

Sun to light shade.  Moist to wet soil.

Use for naturalizing.

Berries and twigs valuable for food and shelter
for birds and small mammals.

Plays host to over 100 
species of butterflies and 
moths.

Photo 1
Sbjohnny
commons.wikimedia.or/wiki/File:

Cornus amomum form 01.JPG
Photo 2

Missouri Botanic PlantFinder
mobot.org/gardeninghelp/plantfinder

Photos 3, 5
Will Cook
duke.edu/~cwcook/trees/ceca.html 

Photo 4
North Central Conservation District



Elderberry
(Sambucus canadensis)

8-10’, dense rounded shrub, spreading arching branches.

CT native, found in moist woods, fields.

Elderberry cultivated even in prehistoric times.

6-10” profuse white flat-top June/July flowers.

Large flattened panicles of glistening purple berries,
August-September.

Bright green pinnate leaves with paired toothed leaflets.

Sun to partial sun; wet to average soil.
Fast-growth rate, forms suckers. As time goes on, cut
out less productive older canes, and encourage
vigorous new growth.

Use for informal areas, masses, shrub borders, screens.
Use fruit for jelly, jam, pies, and wine.

Streamside buffers.

Attracts 48 species of birds,
including Bluebirds, Indigo
Buntings, Scarlet Tanagers.
Attracts bees and beetles.
Provides nectar to Banded
Hairstreak, Summer Azures,
and 40 other native species of
butterflies.

Photo 1
Steve Baskauf Bioimages
bioimages.vanderbilt.edu/

Photos 2, 3
Mike Haddock
Kansas Wildflowers & Grasses
kswildflower.org/flower details.php?flowerID=9

Photo 4
North Central Conservation District

Photo 5
Will Cook, Duke University
www.duke.edu/~cwcook/

Photo 6
Virginia Tech Dept. of Forestry
Forest Biol./Dendrlogy. Educ. Sites
John Seiler and John Peterson
cnr.vt.edu/dendro/dendrology/factsheets.cfm



Pussy Willow
(Salix discolor)

20-25’, vigorous grower.

CT native, found in swamps, and other wet open ground.  

Large silver-white-yellow soft catkins, early in spring, before foliage
– a sign winter is on the wane.

Leaves blue-green above, nearly white below.

Silvery-green bark, smooth when young, shallow furrows with age.

Sun to part shade; average to wet soils.

Use in low or wet areas, woodland gardens, on slopes, near water,
in hedges, and for spring bouquets.

Habitat for songbirds and butterflies.

Streamside Buffers.

Photos 1, 2, 4, 5
Virginia Tech Department of Forestry
Forest Biology and Dendrology Educational Sites 
John R. Seiler and John A. Peterson
cnr.vt.edu/dendro/dendrology/syllabus/sdiscolor.htm

Photo 3
Iowa State Cooperative Extension, Reiman Garden
www.extension.iastate.edu/newsrel/reiman/pussywillow1.jpg



Spirea, Meadowsweet
(Spirea latifolia)

2-5’, mounded, fast-growing.

CT native, found in damp meadows, swamps, pond shores,
old fields, dry rocky open woods.  

Frothy white-pale pink flowers, June-September. 

Small shiny blue-green leaves on numerous 
fine-textured reddish brown stems;
yellow-gold fall color. 

Sun to part shade; wet to dry soil.
Tough, resilient, can even be mowed.

Use in mixed borders,
meadows, by streams and
ponds, other wet areas.

Habitat for songbirds,
butterflies, small 
mammals.

Streamside buffers.

Photo 1
R. Harrison Wiegand, USFWS and 
Bayscapes Conservation Landscaping Program
nps.gov/plants/pubs/chesapeake/plant/1279.htm

Photos 2, 4, 5
Missouri Botanical Garden PlantFinder
mobot.org/gardeninghelp/plantfinder

Photo 3
Emmet J. Judziewicz
University of Wisconsin- Stevens Point
www.uwgb.edu/biodiversity



Spirea, Steeplebush
(Spiraea tomentosa)

2-5’, mound-shaped. Clusters of upright
to arching wand-like unbranched stems.

CT native, found in swamps, along ponds
and streams, wet meadows, old fields.

5-8” dense pyramidal panicle flowers,
pointed like steeples, deep pink to 
rose purple; bloom starts at top, works 
its way down; July to September, for 
1-2 months. Panicles brown fall-winter.

1-2” finely toothed egg-shaped leaves 
with bluish cast, abundant along stems. 

Fall foliage is golden-yellow. 

New branches are wooly and red-brown.

Sun-part sun.  Wet to moderately dry.  
Easy to grow.  It can form thickets.  
Large clumps can be divided by shovel
and transplanted. Tolerates yearly 
mowing, hard pruning.  

Use for meadows, mixed borders, 
low hedges, massing, paths.

Streamside buffers, low spots.

Excellent pollen and nectar plant for
bees, beetles, and 86 species of native
butterflies.  Larval host to Spring/
Summer Azure Butterflies, Columbia
Silkmoth, and other moths. 

Attracts birds.

Photos 1, 3-7
North Central Conservation District

Photo 2:
Robert Bierman
University of Wisconsin – Stevens Point
wisplants.uwsp.edu/scripts/detail.asp?SpCode=SPITOMvROS



Swamp Azalea 
(Rhododendron viscosum)

5-7’ x 3-5’ deciduous azalea. 
Loose open habit, with many spreading branches.

CT native, found in wooded and open swamps, 
stream sides.

White flowers, 4-9 flowers per cluster, 
with sweet honeysuckle clove-like scent, in summer. 

New leaf growth has red cast, then glossy green.

Reddish orange fall foliage. 

Light to moderate shade.  Sun tolerant if near water.
Moist to wet to boggy soils, salt tolerant.

Use at edges of wooded areas, 
naturalized settings,
thrives in wet and streamside 
areas, or where you can 
appreciate the fragrance of 
the flowers.

Wildlife habitat - attracts 
butterflies, moths, 
hummingbirds, bees.

Photo 1
George McLellan
Species Study Group of the Middle 
Atlantic Chapter, 
American Rhododendron Society

Photo 2
American Rhododendron Society Massachusetts Chapter Website
photo by John and Sally Perkins
www.rosebay.org/chapterweb/pptr70.htm

Photo 3
North Central Conservation District

Photo 4
Georgian Court University
Plants of the New Jersey Pinelands
www.georgian.edu/pinebarrens/bi_p_rvi.htm 

Photo 5
Will Cook, Duke University
www.duke.edu/~cwcook/trees/rhvi.html



Sweet Pepperbush 
(Clethra alnifolia)

3-6’ upright, densely leafy, round-topped,
more compact and beautifully full than species.

New England native shrub, found in swamps
and moist woods.  

Wonderfully fragrant long-lasting
July/August clear-white spire-flowers.

Leaves fresh green to start, turning glossy
deep green.  Produces new leaves all summer,
so an attractive two-tone effect.

Long-lasting yellow-gold fall color. 

Sun to shade.  Moist acid organic soil, 
tolerates wet areas.  
Easy to grow in all but droughty areas.
Can sucker to form colonies.  Can be cut to 
ground in winter to reshape if you wish.

Useful for massing, shrub borders, hedges,
natural areas, next to streams and ponds,
woodland understory. 

Excellent nectar plant for butterflies and 
other pollinators. 

Photos 1, 2, 3, 
University of Connecticut Plant Database
www.hort.uconn.edu/plants

Photo 4
Pat Breen, Oregon State University
www.oregonstate.edu/dept/ldplants



Viburnum, Arrowwood
(Viburnum dentatum)

6-12’ x 4-10’ vase-shaped shrub. 

CT native, found in swamps, thickets, upland
and floodplain forests.  

2-4” creamy white flat-topped flowers in May-June. 

Thick clean dark green oval leaves with serrated margins.

Dark blue fruits late summer/early fall. 

Very attractive orange to red to reddish-purple fall color.  

Many straight (like arrows) vigorous 1” diameter stems
stems that spread and arch from narrow base.

Sun to light shade.
Moist to dry soil, salt tolerant.  Easy plant.

Use as specimen, for foundations, 
massing, screening, low hedges,
shrub border, for erosion control.

Attracts birds, including Bluebirds, 
Cedar Waxwings, Northern Flickers, 
Robins.

Attracts bees and beetles.  

Larval food source for the 
Spring Azure Butterfly and 
Hummingbird Moth; 
nectar source for Spring Azure, 
Baltimore Checkerspot, Red Admiral, 
Viceroy, and Question Mark butterflies.

Photo 1
Nina Bassuk, Urban Horticulture Institute 
Department of Horticulture, Cornell University
http://hosts.cce.cornell.edu/woody_plants/

Photo 2
Chris Briand, Salisbury University
www.salisbury.edu/arboretum

Photo 3
Steve Baskauf, Vanderbilt University
Bioimages:  bioimages.cas.vanderbilt.edu

Photos 4 and 5
Missouri Botanic PlantFinder
mobot.org/gardeninghelp/plantfinder



Viburnum, Wild Raisin
(Viburnum cassinoides) 

5-6’ compact shrub, dense, multistemmed,
slightly-arching branches.

New England native.

Showy creamy-white 4” flat-top flowers, 
June-July.

Beautiful fruit changing green to pink to 
red to blue to black, often multi-color effect.

Deciduous leaves elliptic shape 1.5" to 3.5" long, 
new growth reddish, showy red/purple fall color. 

Full sun to partial shade, 
soil adaptable from dry to fairly wet.  
Durable and very easy to grow, 
moderate growth rate.

Useful in borders, screens, natural settings,  
mass plantings, difficult sites. 

Streamside buffers.

Useful to wildlife.

Photos 1, 5
North Central Conservation District

Photos 2, 3, 4
University of Connecticut Plant Database 
www.hort.uconn.edu/plants/v/vibcas/vibcas1.html



Also, 
Swamp White Oak, 

Winterberry
(see in earlier section on Plants for Shallow Water areas)




