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Healthy Watershed Protection Plan 
 

 
       Fly Fishing in the Natchaug River 

 

Progress Update on Natchaug River Healthy Watershed Protection Plan 
 

The Natchaug watershed is the largest land drainage area upstream of a surface drinking water 
reservoir in Connecticut. 
 

 In Fall 2020, ECCD completed its portion of a watershed protection plan. The plan, which will be 
titled, Natchaug River Healthy Watershed Protection Plan, is comprised of two parts: 1) a 
thorough review of current watershed conditions and, 2) recommendations prepared by ECCD to 
preserve healthy elements of the watershed and guidance to improve those elements within the 
watershed that negatively impact water quality. CT Department of Energy and Environmental 
Protection has reviewed current conditions within the watershed and is currently drafting its 
portion of the plan.  
 

ECCD’s portion of the plan focuses on actions - non-regulatory, cost effective methods - to 
address concerns identified during DEEP’s review of watershed conditions. When the final plan is 
published, ECCD will create a Natchaug River Healthy Watershed Advisory Board. The advisory 
board will facilitate implementation of recommendations from the Plan. The Advisory Board will 
consist of municipal representatives from the eight towns in the watershed: Ashford, Chaplin, 
Eastford, Mansfield, Union, Willington, Windham and Woodstock. Additional board members may 
include professional conservation agency representatives and other stakeholders. Through 
distinct workgroups, the advisory board will focus its efforts on specific areas of concern. 
Proposed workgroups include a Forest Outreach Workgroup, an Open Space Plan Workgroup, a 
Wildlife Habitat Workgroup, a Water Quality Workgroup, a Pollinator Pathway Workgroup, a 
Sanitary Waste Workgroup, a Recreation-based Workgroup, an Agriculture Workgroup, and a 
Land Use Official Education Workgroup. 
 

If you are interested in serving on the volunteer advisory board, or one of the proposed 
workgroups, contact:  Jean.Pillo@comcast.net. 
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Anguilla Brook/Inner Wequetequock Cove Watershed Plan 
 
ECCD is pleased to announce that the development of a 
watershed-based plan for the Anguilla Brook/Inner 
Wequetequock Cove watershed is complete.  
 
Inner Wequetequock Cove, located in Stonington, CT., has 
been listed as impaired for its designated uses by the 
Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental 
Protection (CT DEEP) for many years.  
 
The Cove does not meet state water quality standards for the 
direct consumption of shellfish, recreation, or habitat for 
marine fish, other aquatic life and wildlife due to pollutants 
(primarily fecal bacteria and nitrogen) from watershed sources 
that have degraded water quality. 
 
In 2019, ECCD and the project team, including watershed 
residents, land trusts, land use commissioners and municipal 
staff, NGOs, and state agencies, initiated the Anguilla Brook 
Bacteria Trackdown and Watershed-based Plan project.  
ECCD and water quality monitoring volunteers collected water 
quality data to quantify bacteria levels in four watershed 
streams, and conducted stream corridor assessments of the 
streams that contained high levels of fecal bacteria.  
 
The team also reviewed existing water quality data collected by the CT Department of Agriculture Bureau of 
Aquaculture and Clean Up Sounds and Harbors (CUSH) in Wequetequock Cove.  ECCD and the project team used 
this information to develop the watershed management plan for Inner Wequetequock Cove. The watershed plan, 
which follows the EPA nine-element format, provides a roadmap for watershed managers to engage in actions that 
will reduce pollutant loading and improve water quality in Wequetequock Cove. 
 
The Anguilla Brook Bacteria Trackdown and Watershed-based Plan Project was funded by CT DEEP through a 
Clean Water Act Section 319 Nonpoint Source Program grant. For more information about this project, please visit 
the project page at www.conservect.org/eastern/current-projects/ >>Water Quality Investigations. 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
Niantic River Watershed Committee (NRWC):   If you are interested in joining NRWC or attending meetings, 
contact:  Judy.rondeau@comcast.net.  
 
The Little River Healthy Watershed Collaborative (LRHWC):  If you are interested in joining the Collaborative 
or attending meetings, contact Jean.Pillo@comcast.net. 
 
The Baker Cove Watershed Committee (BaCWaC):  If you are interested in joining the committee or 
attending meetings, contact:  Maura.robie@comcast.net. 
 
Watershed Approach to Water Quality Protection CT DEEP / ECCD:  Naturally Natchaug on Facebook and 
@NaturallyNatchaug on Instagram. If you are interested in becoming involved with this Collaborative, 
contact:  Jean Pillo at 860-928-4948. 
 
 
 

Ledyard 

Groton 

RHODE 

ISLAND 

The Anguilla Brook/Inner Wequetequock Cove 

watershed in North Stonington and Stonington, CT. 

WATERSHED COMMITTEES 

 

s  

http://www.conservect.org/eastern/current-projects/
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ECCD Seeks to Restore National Water Quality Initiative Designation to the Little 
River Watershed 

 

Did you know that several streams in the Muddy Brook and Little River watersheds located in Woodstock, Pomfret, 
Thompson and Putnam are not meeting Connecticut Water Quality Standards? The measurable amount of E. coli 
bacteria in some streams exceeds the state maximum allowable concentration. Roseland Lake in Woodstock is also 
impaired due to high nutrient levels that cause seasonal algae blooms. The cause of these water quality issues is 
pollutant laden stormwater runoff from sources such as failing septic systems, storm drain outlets and agriculture.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

In 2009, ECCD staff published Muddy Brook and Little River 
Watershed Quality Improvement Plan to address water 
quality issues. In 2018, the District also prepared the 
Roseland Lake Management Plan focused on reducing 
nutrient pollution impacting water quality in the lake.  
 

From 2013 – 2018, Little River in Woodstock was a National 
Water Quality Initiative (NWQI) watershed with dedicated 
funding for conservation projects in the watershed. Since 
then, the Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS) 
updated the standards for NWQI causing the designation to 
be withdrawn. In order to restore this funding, ECCD staff 
are working on an update to the Muddy Brook and Little 
River Water Quality Improvement Plan, which includes 
inventorying and estimating costs of agriculture related 
practices, and conducting a cost/benefit analysis for 
reducing nutrient and bacteria pollution. Our final product 
will be a watershed scale review of agricultural best 
management practice opportunities.  
 

We are seeking input from various stakeholders in the Little 
River watershed, most importantly, all types of farmers. 
Whether a vegetable grower, orchard, meat producer, 
horse, hobby or dairy farm, we welcome your input on 
potential barriers to adopting practices that help to protect 
water quality in nearby ponds, wetlands and streams. 
 

ECCD partners with NRCS to assist farmers with on-site 
evaluations and applying for funding. We have been an 
important partner for agricultural producers in the Little River 
watershed by combining Farm Bill funds with other sources 
of grant funding. Through this funding approach, ECCD has 
been able to facilitate much larger, more impactful projects 
than would otherwise have been funded by NRCS programs 
alone.  

If you are interested in finding out more, please contact ECCD Conservation Technician, Maura Robie, at 
maura.robie@comcast.net to set up an appointment for a free, no-pressure farm evaluation or to answer 
any questions you may have about this project. 
 

The plan update is being funded by NRCS through a Connecticut Source Water Protection grant to the 
Connecticut Council on Soil and Water Conservation. Additional funding is being provided by NRCS through two 
Regional Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP) grants. 

Manure management handbook, 
Northeast Recycling Council , Inc. 

mailto:maura.robie@comcast.net
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Make Your Yard Part of the Homegrown National Park Movement 
 

If you are a fan of the US National Park System, you probably get excited about seeing wildlife during your visits. In 
Maine, we think of moose. In the Smokey Mountains, you can get caught up in a “bear jam” when all the cars stop 
so their occupants can get a photo of a black bear in its natural habitat.  In Yellowstone, bison and grizzly bears 
steal the show. We love visiting these places because they are beautiful natural environments that support natural 
diversity. Unfortunately, there are no national parks to visit in Connecticut. 
In his recent publication, Natures Best Hope, naturalist Douglas W. Tallamy, promotes increasing biodiversity in the 
property you manage. He refers to the idea as making a “Homegrown National Park”. Most of us won’t be able to 
attract large charismatic furry beasts to our yards, but if you take the time to notice, there are a lot of little creatures 
that are just as interesting to watch. You can attract beneficial native insects and bird species to your yard by 
following these simple steps: 
 

 use native plants in your landscape; 

 plan your gardens for continuous bloom from early spring through late fall; 

 avoid using pesticides – the good bugs are hurt just as much as the bad bugs; 

 avoid modern plant cultivars, especially those with double flowers. The energy put into the petals may come 

from reducing the pollen and nectar supply upon which bees and other insects rely; 

 learn to accept that a half-eaten plant leaf means your garden is feeding something, and that something 

might be the food for the backyard birds you enjoy watching; 

 provide a source of water; 

 create nesting opportunities for native bees, many of which nest in the ground in abandoned animal 

burrows.  

With some imagination, you can teach your children how to go on a backyard wildlife hunt using cell phone apps to 
document their finds.  Some of our backyard visitors are quite rare, and you can help scientists learn more about the 
health of their populations. Below are a few examples of citizen science opportunities. 
Bumble Bee Watch is a collaborative effort to track and conserve North America’s bumble bees. Learn more at 
www.bumblebeewatch.org. 
 
Help to document populations of the nine spotted ladybug, a species in decline, by taking part in the Lost Ladybug 
Project www.lostladybug.org.   
 
If your goal is to get your kids outdoors this summer, but they want to stay indoors to use their technology, these 
programs, and many others, are the perfect blend of both.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.bumblebeewatch.org/
http://www.lostladybug.org/
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Join us on April 28
th

 when Lucas Young of Valleyside Farm will demonstrate 

Valleyside’s new manure injectors. Valleyside purchased the equipment to reduce 

the loss of nutrients from its farm fields and to improve water quality in the Little 

River watershed. Learn first-hand from Lucas the pros and cons of injecting 

manure.   

Is manure injection right for your farm? 
 
 
 

When: April 28, 2021 from 10a.m. – 12:00p.m. 

Rain Date: April 29, 2021 from 10a.m. – 12:00p.m. 

Where: Valleyside Farm, 210 Child Hill Road, Woodstock, CT 

Want More Info: leave a message at 860-617-8287  
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Help Wanted: Lake Lovers 
 

The Last Green Valley Volunteer Water Quality Monitoring Program is seeking volunteers to help document lake 
water quality using simple tools. BloomWatch is a volunteer monitoring program that uses a phone app to document 
cyanobacteria blooms in lakes and ponds. The Annual Secchi Dip-In uses a black and white weighted disk (a Secchi 
Disk) for determining lake clarity. For more information, contact:  Jean.Pillo@Comcast.net.  
 

 
 
 

2021 CT Envirothon to be an All-virtual Event 
 

ECCD, along with Connecticut’s four other conservation districts, annually hosts a high school competition focused 
on knowledge of the natural world. In preparation for the annual event in May, a series of workshops is scheduled 
throughout the calendar year featuring environmental professionals in the fields of aquatics, forestry, soils and 
wildlife. Due to the Covid-19 pandemic, these workshops are all online this year. A virtual test will be conducted in 
place of the usual practical test which traditionally is taken during the hands-on Envirothon field day. To learn more 
about or support the Connecticut Envirothon, please visit its website http://ctenvirothon.org.  
 
 

 

 
 

ECCD Plant Sale Canceled Due to Covid–19 
 

We are disappointed that we are unable to hold our plant sale this year. Due to Covid-19, access to our plant sale 
sites is restricted. The health and safety of our customers is a top priority. We miss seeing our loyal customers and 
your smiling faces as you prepare for the spring planting season. We look forward to next year's plant sale and 
seeing you all again, in person and up close.   
 
 

 

mailto:Jean.Pillo@Comcast.net
http://ctenvirothon.org/
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We would like to thank, Clarence “Pete” Merrill, for 50 Years of working with the District 

 

                                                                                                                                    
 

    
As a director on ECCD’s Board of Directors, Pete’s dedication has been remarkable. During his 50-year tenure at 
ECCD, Pete attended monthly board meetings regularly, providing his expertise and valuable advice to the District’s 
board and staff. Pete also was instrumental in executing ECCD’s annual plant sale, donating his time, truck and 
trailer to the event, picking up, delivering and staging plants for the sale. 
 

In 1995, Pete contributed his professional expertise to the District by developing the original forest management 
plan for the District’s 85-acre property in Brooklyn, CT. When the forest management plan was updated in 2017, 
Pete was instrumental in the committee review of the plan. 
 

Pete, an octogenarian, remains very active, especially in the outdoors. In addition to managing his Christmas tree 
farm, Pete loves to work with his chainsaw and specializes in harvesting and selling cedar poles and lumber.  As a 
CT certified 490 inspector Pete maintains a consulting practice to assist landowners in forestry management and 
help them with 490 compliance. Pete has been involved deeply in other community organizations as well, serving 
nearly 50 years as an active member of Griswold’s Volunteer Fire Department. As a member of the Connecticut 
Christmas Tree Growers Association for many years, Pete served on many committees and as the County Director 
for New London County. 
 

The Charter (White) Oak is CT’s state tree. “The oak is a living legend representing all that is true, wholesome, 
stable and noble.” Pete Merrill is an oak among oaks. Thank you, Pete, for your dedication and service.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

NATIVE RED CEDAR 
Squared & rounded posts, 

poles and boards 
 

Call Pete Merrill 
for prices and sizes 

(860) 376-2473 

2020-2021 ANNUAL APPEAL 
 
 

We extend our sincere thanks 
and appreciation to so many of 
you who have supported our 
regional approach to natural 

resource conservation. Anyone 
wishing to donate may do so by 

sending your tax-deductible 
donation to: 

 

Eastern Connecticut  
Conservation District  
238 West Town Street,  

Norwich, CT  06360.  

On October 20, 2020, Pete Merrill, a long-standing director on  
Eastern Connecticut Conservation District’s Board of Directors,  
stepped down from his post after dedicating more than 50 years  
of service to the District.  
 

Pete graduated from University of New Hampshire in 1960 with  
a BA in forestry.  In his professional status, Pete began his career 
as a service forester for the State of Rhode Island working with 
private forest landowners. He then worked as a forester for the 
State of CT for 26 years, initially running the state’s nursery in 
Voluntown. After managing the CT State Forest Tree Nursery, he 
became the Service Forester for New London County which, at 
the time, included the responsibility of managing forest resources 
on state lands within the county. Until his retirement from DEP 
Forestry, he was the go-to person for insects and diseases, 
especially those affecting Christmas trees. Pete retired from the 
State of Connecticut in 1992, but his dedication to serving the 
community and CT’s forests continued.     
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Eastern Connecticut Conservation District, Inc. 
238 West Town Street 
Norwich, CT  06360 
 

Norwich Office  
860-319-8806 

 
Brooklyn Office  
860-774-9600 

 
 
 
  
      Place label here 
 
 
 
 
       
 
Like us on Facebook at 
Eastern Connecticut Conservation District 
and receive updates on ECCD activities. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Eastern Connecticut Conservation District, Inc. 
A non-profit Natural Resource Conservation Organization 
www.ConserveCT.org/eastern    
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