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Free Rain Barrels and Workshops 
 

Residential irrigation can account for 40% of domestic water consumption in a given municipality. Rain 

barrels not only store water, they help decrease demand during the sweltering summer months. 

 
Materials like cement, asphalt, roofing, and compacted soil prevent rainwater from percolating into the 

ground.  The amount of impervious surface grows with increasing urbanization.  A Rain Barrel is an 

ancient but simple technique that homeowners can use to intercept the rain from their roof and collect it for 

use during sunny weather.   

 

Benefits of Rain Barrels include: 

 Conservation of tap water 

 Saving energy that would be spent purifying and transporting drinking-quality water just to pour on 

ornamental plants 

 Reducing your water bill 

 Helping to sustain adequate stream flow during dry spells through infiltration and recharge 

 Providing an emergency backup supply of water for toilet flushing in the event of a long term 

power interruptions, especially important for well supplied homes. 

 

Did you know that just ¼ inch of rain on an average roof can fill a rain barrel?  A good formula to 

remember: 1 inch of rain on a 1000 sq ft roof yields 623 gallons of water. Two or more rain barrels can be 

connected if desired.   

 

While water collected in a rain barrel is not suitable for drinking 

purposes, and shouldn’t be used on plants that will be eaten, 

rain water is naturally soft and great for ornamental plants.  

During winter months, rain barrels should be disconnected and 

stored. 

 

Rain barrels and rain barrel workshops are free. However, the 

Boy Scouts are accepting voluntary donations which are 

absolutely not required. Five workshops will be held and there 

will be twenty (20) free rain barrels at each one, for the first 20 

registrants. Contact the Eastern Connecticut Conservation 

District (ECCD) for information about attending a rain barrel 

workshop and getting your own FREE rain barrel: 

Dan.Mullins@comcast.net; 860-319-8808. 

 

ECCD is collaborating with the Boy Scouts of America and other service organizations to install 100 rain 

gardens and 100 rain barrels across Eastern CT. Workshops are sponsored by Coca-Cola Bottling Co. and 

River Network. This is an ambitious project and we need your help to achieve our goal of making local 

waterways and Long Island Sound cleaner.  
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